FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Emerging author, E. M. Otten, published an anthology through Smashwords.com.
GRAND RAPIDS, Michigan/U.S.A. — December 9, 2016

Stories of mental illness and daring escapes mingle with low-fantasy mysteries in Living &
Dying, And Everything In Between, a free e-book written by emerging fiction author, E. M.
Otten. There are nine flash fiction stories ranging from a few sentences to a few pages in length.
The first, “Locked Out,” is a story of coincidence, in which two strangers are forced to get to
know each other. In “A Ride Home,” readers meet Elle, a bar fly who may be even stranger than
she initially seems. Another of the more lighthearted pieces in the collection, “Communication
Miss” tells the story of a girl who has been set up on a blind date that, surprisingly, isn’t the
worst date ever. Teetering on the edge of dark and light, “Losing a Monster” is a quick peek into
the lives of a trio of friends who lose track of something, or someone, they probably should have
kept a better eye on, and “Reflection” is a very short piece writing in first person that depicts a
person’s thoughts as they stare into a mirror. Things get a little darker in “I Trie,” the story of
Adam and his battle with agoraphobia. In “Plan B,” The Blonde, The Brunette, and The
Redhead are introduced as retiring hitmen with a tough decision to make. “Hapless Hope™ tells
the story of a captive girl who makes a daring move to escape, though she may have been safer if
she’d stayed put. The final story, “Void,” is the longest in the collection, and probably the
bloodiest. Told from the perspective of a missing girl who reappears after two years, this story
takes a dark twist as readers learn what really happened to her.

E. M. Otten is a fiction writer, self-published author, and creative writing student. Her flash
fiction story, “Hapless Hope,” was published in the December 2016 issue of Down in the Dirt
magazine, and you can find several of her short novels for sale on Lulu.com. When she’s not
wrapped up in the lives of fictional characters and chugging coffee, you can find her cooking a
ridiculous meal for all of her friends and family, for no reason at all.

Smashwords.com is a website where independent authors can electronically publish and
distribute their work, from novels and memoirs to screenplays and poetry. Smashwords.com
creates multiple formats of e-files for distribution along a wider range of devices, such as
iBooks, Kindle, Nook, and more.
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